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About the Speakers:   
Prof. Bala Vaidhyanathan has worked as a Lead-Scientist in General Electric Corporation - 
Global Research (GE-GRC) before joining the Department of Materials as a Lecturer at 
Loughborough University UK. He is twice the recipient of the Inventor Incentive Award by the 
Penn State Research Foundation and a bronze medallist for Innovation from GE Global 
Research Corporation. He is currently co-ordinating the Loughborough-Asia Materials 

Partnership (LAMP) programme to promote teaching & research links with 
India. 

Dr Kirti Ruikar has a multidisciplinary research portfolio that primarily focuses on the 
innovative application of ICTs in cross-disciplinary sectors. She has more than 18 years of expertise 
in the fields of innovation and process automation in AEC. She has diverse interests in the fields of 
computer-aided design and engineering, ICT, knowledge and information management, 
collaborative working, building resilience, e-readiness and e-business. Currently she is the AEDM 
Programme Director in the School of Architechture Building and Civil Engineering at 
Loughborough University, UK. 

	


